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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of San Diego Gas & Electric Company 
(U 902 E) for Recovery of Undercollection 
Recorded in the Tree Trimming Balancing 
Account.

Application 20-07-003
(Filed July 1, 2020)

JOINT MOTION OF THE PUBLIC ADVOCATES OFFICE
AT THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

AND SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY TO ACCEPT RECORDS INTO 
EVIDENCE

Pursuant to Rules 11.1 and 13.8(c) of the California Public Utilities Commission’s 

(“Commission” or “CPUC”) Rules of Practice and Procedure, the Joint Case Management 

Statement filed January 19, 2021, and the Administrative Law Judge’s email, dated January 

20, 2021, Taking Evidentiary Hearings Off-Calendar, the Public Advocates Office at the 

California Public Utilities Commission (“Cal Advocates”) and San Diego Gas & Electric 

Company (“SDG&E”) (jointly “Parties”) respectfully file this Joint Motion to Accept Records 

into Evidence (“Motion”).

The Parties hereby move the Commission to receive the following records into 

evidence in this proceeding:

Exhibit 01 – SDG&E Prepared Direct Testimony of Don Akau in support of 
Application, dated July 1, 2020;

Exhibit 02 – SDG&E Prepared Direct Testimony of Claire F. Olegario in support of 
Application, dated July 1, 2020;

Exhibit 03 – Cal Advocates Prepared Testimony of Ryan Andresen (Recovery of 
2019 Undercollected Balance in the Tree Trimming Balancing Account),
dated December 8, 2020;

Exhibit 04 – Cal Advocates Prepared Testimony of Tamara Godfrey (Executive 
Summary), dated December 8, 2020;
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Exhibit 05 –  SDG&E Rebuttal Testimony of Michael Daleo, dated January 8, 2021; 

Exhibit 06 –  SDG&E Rebuttal Testimony of Tyson Swetek, dated January 8, 2021; 

Exhibit 07 –  Data Request (DR): PubAdv-SDG&E-001-RYD, dated July 22, 2020; 

Exhibit 08 –  DR: July 22, 2020 Email requesting workpapers; 

Exhibit 09 –  SDG&E DR responses. Dated July 27, 2020 email stating no 
workpapers; August 19, 2020 (Q. 1, 3-12); August 21, 2020 (Q.2); 
October 2, 2020 (Supplemental Responses);  

Exhibit 10 –  DR: PubAdv-SDG&E-003-RYD, dated August 7, 2020;  

Exhibit 11 –  SDG&E DR responses dated August 21, 2020; Supplemental responses 
on October 2, 2020; 

Exhibit 12 –  DR: Follow up Emails dated September 3, 11, 15 and 16, 2020; 
 
Exhibit 13 –  DR: PubAdv-SDG&E-004-RYD, dated September 2, 2020; 

 
Exhibit 14 –  SDG&E DR responses dated October 23, 2020 Q.6; 
 
Exhibit 15 –  DR: PubAdv-SDG&E-005-RYD, dated September 25, 2020; 
 
Exhibit 16 –  SDG&E DR responses dated October 23, 2020 Redacted; 
 
Exhibit 17 –  DR: Follow up Emails dated October 27, 28, 2020; 
 
Exhibit 18 –  DR: PubAdv-SDG&E-006-RYD dated October 30, 2020; 
 
Exhibit 19 –  SDG&E DR responses dated November 9, 2020 (Q.3-6) and  

November 16, 2020 (Q.1-2); 
 
Exhibit 20 –  DR: PubAdv-SDG&E-007-RYD dated January 11, 2021; and 
 
Exhibit 21 –  SDG&E responses dated January 26, 2021. 
 

/// 
 
/// 
 
///  
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Exhibits 01 through 21 are attached to this Joint Motion to Accept Records into 

Evidence. The Testimony exhibits described above have been served prior to the filing of this 

Motion on Administrative Law Judge Elaine Lau and the parties to the service lists.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/  John T. Van Geffen   
John T. Van Geffen 
Attorney 
 
The Public Advocates Office 
California Public Advocates Office 
505 Van Ness Avenues  
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Telephone:  (415) 703-2005 

 Email:  John.VanGeffen@cpuc.ca.gov 
 
 

/s/ Laura M. Fulton     
Laura M. Fulton 
Attorney  
 
SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY 
8330 Century Park Court, CP32D 
San Diego, CA 92123-1530  
Telephone:  (858) 654-1759 
Facsimile:  (619) 699-5027  
Email:   lfulton@sdge.com  
 
 

February 12, 2021 
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Exhibit CalAdvocates-01  
Executive Summary



Exhibit CalAdvocates-02  
Recovery of the 2019 Undercollected Balance Recorded in the  

Tree Trimming Balancing Account
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http://regarchive.sdge.com/tm2/pdf/ELEC_ELEC-PRELIM_TTBA.pdf













Report on the Results of Operations for San Diego Gas & 

Electric Company Recovery of the 2019 Undercollected Balance Recorded in the Tree Trimming 

Balancing Account
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zero of them occurred at the 

20-30 foot clearance level
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Tamera Godfrey 





Regards,  
Norma G Jasso 
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62% reduction in risk



































Norma G Jasso 

From: "Andresen, Ryan" <Ryan.Andresen@cpuc.ca.gov> 
Date: Friday, September 11, 2020 at 2:50 PM 
To: "Jasso, Norma G" <NJasso@semprautilities.com> 
Cc: "Van Geffen, John T." <John.VanGeffen@cpuc.ca.gov>, "Godfrey, Tamera" 



<tamera.godfrey@cpuc.ca.gov>, "Fulton, Laura M" <LFulton@sdge.com> 
Subject: Re: A.20-07-003, Public Advocates Office Tree Trimming Balancing Account 
data request PubAdv-SDG&E-003-RYD 

 

 

 
 

From: "Jasso, Norma G" <NJasso@semprautilities.com> 
Date: Friday, September 11, 2020 at 2:47 PM 
To: "Andresen, Ryan" <Ryan.Andresen@cpuc.ca.gov> 
Cc: "Van Geffen, John T." <John.VanGeffen@cpuc.ca.gov>, "Godfrey, Tamera" 
<tamera.godfrey@cpuc.ca.gov>, "Fulton, Laura M" <LFulton@sdge.com>, Central Files 
<CentralFiles@semprautilities.com> 
Subject: RE: A.20-07-003, Public Advocates Office Tree Trimming Balancing Account 
data request PubAdv-SDG&E-003-RYD 
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a. Provide documentation that explains specifically why SDG&E recorded these
field computers as admin expenses instead of recording them under field
hardware and software support. Provided documentation that demonstrates if
SDG&E’s employees utilized these computers in the field for wildfire mitigation
activities or if they were used by employees in support of on-going and routine
activities.

b. Provide documentation that Identifies specifically how many of these field
computers are used by SDG&E employees and how many are used by
contractors. Of the computers used by SDG&E employees, state in the response
how many were used by new employees hired in 2019 for wildfire mitigation
activities.

c. Provide documentation that explains in detail how SDG&E’s employees use
these field computers.

d. Provide documentation that explains if SDG&E utilized Panasonic Toughbook
field computers prior to 2019. Please explain the need for new field computers
due to activities that occurred specifically in 2019. Please identify what
technology was utilized for these activities in previous years before the field
computers were purchased.

e. Provide documentation that SDG&E’s management relied upon, prior to this
data request, that determined the need for the purchase of Panasonic
Toughbook field computers in 2019 and demonstrates that its field computers in
use, prior to the purchase, were insufficient to address wildfire mitigation
activities in 2019.

f. Provide documentation that explains and demonstrates if all the Panasonic
Toughbook field computers purchased in 2019 were utilized for wildfire
mitigation activities in 2019 or if some of the Panasonic Toughbook field
computers purchased in 2019 were not used by SDG&E employees until 2020.
Provide verifiable support for the response above.





a. Identify the total number of trees trimmed in 2018 and 2019 (including
reliability, routine, etc.).

b. Identify the total number of trees inspected in 2018 and 2019 (including
reliability, routine, etc.).

c. Identify the total number of trees removed in 2018 and 2019 (including
reliability, routine, etc.).



a. SDG&E defines routine tree trims as those that were identified to be pruned
during pre-inspection but were not coded as hazard/reliability.  The following
table represents the number of routine trims in years 2017-2019.

b. SDG&E defines hazard/reliability tree trims as those that were identified to be
pruned for reliability during pre-inspection.  The following table represents
approximate cost of reliability trims billed at contractual fixed unit cost rates in
2018 and 2019, as invoiced by the tree contractors.  These values do not include
additional costs for reliability tree trims that were completed and invoiced
under the time & equipment (T&E) rate.  SDG&E does not separately track T&E
costs for hazard/reliability trims from other T&E tree-trimming costs. Please see
SDG&E response in DR4, Q2a for additional explanation.



c. SDG&E provides the following table reflecting the approximate cost for routine
tree trims in years 2018 and 2019.  These values reflect the approximate fixed,
unit cost invoiced by the tree contractors.  These values do not include
additional costs for routine tree trims that were completed and invoiced under
the time & equipment rate.  SDG&E does not separately track T&E costs for
hazard/reliability trims from other T&E tree-trimming costs. Please see SDG&E
response in DR4, Q2a for additional explanation.



a. SDG&E defines routine tree inspections as any inspection activity which occurs
during the routine annual cycle.  The chart below includes all trees inspected
during the routine annual cycle, regardless of whether the inspections resulted
in a designation of hazard/reliability or another designation. The value reflects
the total estimated number of inventory trees for the year.

b. Pre-inspection invoicing is structured under an hourly format and not done on a
per-tree basis. SDG&E does not record and track separately the cost of pre-
inspection based on the individual tree nor on the results of the inspection.  A
tree inspection which results in a reliability determination would typically
require more time to complete; however, neither SDG&E nor its contractors
currently differentiate between the cost of an inspection that results in reliability
vs. routine work.

c. See answer b above.



a. SDG&E defines routine tree removals as those that are not coded during pre-
inspection as hazard/reliability.  The following table represents the
approximate number of routine tree removals in years 2017-2019.

SDG&E provides the following table representing the approximate total cost for
routine tree removals in years 2018 and 2019.  These values reflect the total
fixed, unit costs invoiced by the tree contractors.  These values do not include
additional costs for routine tree removals that were completed and invoiced
under the T&E rate.  SDG&E does not separately track T&E costs for tree
removals from other T&E tree-trimming costs. Please see SDG&E response in
DR4, Q2a for additional explanation.
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b. Identify the total number of trees trimmed in 2018 and 2019 (including reliability,
routine, etc.).

c. Identify the total number of trees inspected in 2018 and 2019 (including reliability,
routine, etc.).

d. Identify the total number of trees removed in 2018 and 2019 (including reliability,
routine, etc.).
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