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ORA DATA REQUEST 


A.15-04-012: San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) 

SDG&E TY2016 General Rate Case Phase 2 Amended Application
	Date: 
1/21/2016

	

	To:
Parina P. Parikh
Regulatory Case Manager
Thomas R. Brill
Counsel for SDG&E

	Phone:
Email:  PParikh@SempraUtilities.com 
Phone: (858) 654-1601
Email:  TBrill@semprautilities.com 


	
	


	From:  Lee-Whei Tan
Project Coordinator 

Aaron Lu 
Project Coordinator
Nathan Chau
Originator

Greg Heiden


Attorney for ORA
	Phone:
(415) 703-2901
Email:
lee-whei.tan@cpuc.ca.gov 
Phone: (415) 703-2409
Email: aaron.lu@cpuc.ca.gov
Phone:
(415) 703-4622 

Email:
nathan.chau@cpuc.ca.gov
Phone:
(415) 355-5539 

Email:
gregory.heiden@cpuc.ca.gov 


Re: 
Data Request No. ORA-A.15-04-012 Amended-SDGE-007
Responses Due: 2/4/2016


Instructions

You are instructed to answer the following Data Requests in the above-captioned proceeding, with written, verified responses per Public Utilities Code §§ 309.5 and 314, and Rules 1.1 and 10.1 of the California Public Utilities Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. Restate the text of each request prior to providing the response. For any questions, email the ORA contact(s) above with a copy to the ORA attorney.

Each Data Request is continuing in nature. Provide your response as it becomes available, but no later than the due date noted above.  If you are unable to provide a response by this date, notify ORA as soon as possible, with a written explanation as to why the response date cannot be met and a best estimate of when the information can be provided.  If you acquire additional information after providing an answer to any request, you must supplement your response following the receipt of such additional information. 
Identify the person providing the answer to each data request and his/her contact information. Responses should be provided both in the original electronic format, if available, and in hard copy.  (If available in Word format, send the Word document and do not send the information as a PDF file.)  All electronic documents submitted in response to this data request should be in readable, downloadable, printable, and searchable formats, unless use of such formats is infeasible.  Each page should be numbered.  If any of your answers refer to or reflect calculations, provide a copy of the supporting electronic files that were used to derive such calculations, such as Excel-compatible spreadsheets or computer programs, with data and formulas intact and functioning.  Documents produced in response to the data requests should be Bates-numbered, and indexed if voluminous.  Responses to data requests that refer to or incorporate documents should identify the particular documents referenced by Bates-numbers or Bates-range. 
If a request, definition, or an instruction, is unclear, notify ORA as soon as possible.  In any event, answer the request to the fullest extent possible, specifying the reason for your inability to answer the remaining portion of the Data Request. 

Data Requests
Customer Hook-Up Costs
1. Please explain how SDG&E developed the replacement rate percentage of 1.5% that is used in the NCO work papers.
 
a. Please explain why the replacement rate is the same for all customer classes. 

b. Does SDG&E track the actual frequency of hook up replacements over the total number of customers for each year? If so, please provide the most recent 5 years of data for each customer class.
 
c. Please provide the most recent 5 years of data that illustrates the actual total costs incurred to replace retired transformers, service lines and meters for each customer class.  
d. For all the questions to which SDG&E replies that it does not track the data describe, please explain why it does not do so and why SDG&E believes that the methodology it currently employs is sufficient in capturing the true replacement rate. 
2. Regarding number of new meters:

a. In its response to DR-01 submitted by ORA for the April filing, SDG&E submitted workpapers on June 4th, 2015 that provides the historic number of new meter installations in years 2008-2014 for residential and non-residential customers.
 However, there was no class breakdown of these numbers for non-residential customers. What is the reason for this aggregation? If feasible, please provide a breakdown of these figures for each customer class. 

b. Please provide the number of new meter installations for each customer class in 2015. If SDG&E cannot produce the numbers for each customer class, please provide the numbers for the residential and the aggregated numbers for non-residential class. 
c. Please explain the discrepancy between the number of new meter installations
 and the number of new customers.
 Can this discrepancy be explained by some possible lagged effects between the planning/building of new connections and the time at which those connections are active or by other factors? Please examine the table below. 
	 
	Residential
	Non-Residential

	 
	(A)
	(B)
	(B-A)/A
	(C)
	(D)
	(D-C)/C

	 
	New Meter Installations
	Change Number of customers
	Discrepancy 
	New Meter Installations
	Change Number of customers

	Discrepancy

	2008
	7,930
	
	
	4,358
	
	

	2009
	7,152
	7,620
	7%
	2,711
	-354
	-113.05%

	2010
	4,724
	7,602
	61%
	2,257
	-3
	-100.14%

	2011
	5,516
	6,916
	25%
	2,226
	864
	-61.18%

	2012
	5,889
	6,419
	9%
	2,366
	554
	-76.57%

	2013
	6,333
	7,075
	12%
	2,530
	465
	-81.60%

	2014
	7,447
	6,864
	-8%
	2,473
	858
	-65.33%


i. Please provide forecasting methodologies in developing new meter installations for each customer class. 
ii. How do the historic numbers provided in SDG&E’s work papers compare to those forecasts?
iii.  If SDG&E develops such forecasts using econometric modeling, please provide the functions including all the variables, the reasoning for using those variables, any assumptions underlying the model and data inputs.
3. Please provide the average number of customers for each class in 2015.

4. SDG&E developed its hook-up costs via engineering studies.
 
“Cost estimates for the various customer demand and service levels were developed for: 1) transformers based on transformer size and the average number of customers per transformer; 2) services based on wire size, number of runs, average service length, and compression lug wires; and 3) meters based on size and type (single- or three-phase). The TSM investment cost for each customer group was based on engineering estimates for a typical customer by size and class.”- WGS-8
a. Has SDG&E verified the accuracy hook up costs derived from these engineering studies to actual connection costs incurred? If so, how?
b. Please provide the actual hook up costs incurred over the last five years for each facility type (i.e. transformers, service drops and meters) for each customer class. 
i. Please indicate whether or not these cost figures include hook-up replacements. If so, indicate the magnitude of those costs. 
� SDG&E response  to  question 08 of DR04  explaining how that replacement rate was applied in its NCO work papers, but not how that rate itself was developed. 


� If 5 years of data is not available, please provide whatever is available and be sure to label the year for which that data is collected. 


� SDG&E response to DR01relating to the GRC April filing, “New Meter Installations for Q2(A) of ORA-01” work papers.


� See Footnote 3. 


� SDG&E response to DR01relating to the GRC April filing, “Customers for Q2(C) of ORA DR-01” work papers. 


� In “Customers for Q2(C) of ORA DR-01” work papers, take sum of non-residential customers in one year and subtract sum of non-residential customers in the previous year. 


� Please provide this data in the same format used in “Customers for Q2(C) of ORA DR-01” work papers. 


� SDG&E refiling, Saxe 06, WGS-8 
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