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ORA DATA REQUEST 


A.15-04-012: San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) 

SDG&E TY2016 General Rate Case Phase 2 Amended Application
	Date: 
1/8/2016

	

	To:
Parina P. Parikh
Regulatory Case Manager
Thomas R. Brill
Counsel for SDG&E

	Phone:
Email:  PParikh@SempraUtilities.com 
Phone: (858) 654-1601
Email:  TBrill@semprautilities.com 


	
	


	From:  Lee-Whei Tan
Project Coordinator 

Aaron Lu 
Project Coordinator

Greg Heiden


Attorney for ORA
	Phone:
(415) 703-2901
Email:
lee-whei.tan@cpuc.ca.gov 
Phone: (415) 703-2409
Email: aaron.lu@cpuc.ca.gov
Phone:
(415) 355-5539 

Email:
gregory.heiden@cpuc.ca.gov 


Re: 
Data Request No. ORA-A.15-04-012 Amended-SDGE-005
Responses Due: 1/22/2015


Instructions

You are instructed to answer the following Data Requests in the above-captioned proceeding, with written, verified responses per Public Utilities Code §§ 309.5 and 314, and Rules 1.1 and 10.1 of the California Public Utilities Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. Restate the text of each request prior to providing the response. For any questions, email the ORA contact(s) above with a copy to the ORA attorney.

Each Data Request is continuing in nature. Provide your response as it becomes available, but no later than the due date noted above.  If you are unable to provide a response by this date, notify ORA as soon as possible, with a written explanation as to why the response date cannot be met and a best estimate of when the information can be provided.  If you acquire additional information after providing an answer to any request, you must supplement your response following the receipt of such additional information. 
Identify the person providing the answer to each data request and his/her contact information. Responses should be provided both in the original electronic format, if available, and in hard copy.  (If available in Word format, send the Word document and do not send the information as a PDF file.)  All electronic documents submitted in response to this data request should be in readable, downloadable, printable, and searchable formats, unless use of such formats is infeasible.  Each page should be numbered.  If any of your answers refer to or reflect calculations, provide a copy of the supporting electronic files that were used to derive such calculations, such as Excel-compatible spreadsheets or computer programs, with data and formulas intact and functioning.  Documents produced in response to the data requests should be Bates-numbered, and indexed if voluminous.  Responses to data requests that refer to or incorporate documents should identify the particular documents referenced by Bates-numbers or Bates-range. 
If a request, definition, or an instruction, is unclear, notify ORA as soon as possible.  In any event, answer the request to the fullest extent possible, specifying the reason for your inability to answer the remaining portion of the Data Request. 

Data Requests
RE: Chapter 6 Distribution MC WP

Tab:  Marginal Demand Cost Calculation

Column D, Weather Normalized Annual Peak Loads

From Column D:

	YEAR
	Col D
	% Diff LOADS

	2011
	4,251
	

	2012
	4,320
	1.6%

	2013
	4,413
	2.2%

	2014
	4,615
	4.6%

	2015
	4,654
	0.8%

	2016
	4,649
	-0.1%


Note:  Forecasted years are shown in yellow highlight. 

The forecasted period, starting 2014, shows an immediate run up in load growth from 2.2% in the previous year, to 4.6%.  In the next two forecasted years, the load growth tails off to .8% and then even goes slightly negative at -0.1%.  
Please respond to the following questions: 
1. Are these forecasted loads the results of a conventional econometric modeling process?

a. If so, please provide the model intercept, variable coefficients, data sources for each input variable, the data series of each variable, and the year and month that each input was last updated. 

b. If not already included in WorkPapers, please include the annual historical system peak loads in their unadjusted form, prior to weather normalization.  For the forecast period, (2014 – 2016) please provide the same un-normalized annual system peak loads to the extent that they are now available (i.e. 2014 and if available, 2015). For each of the forecasted years that actual load data is now available, provide the weather normalized results as well.  These would be weather normalizations of actuals, rather than forecasts of loads and weather.

c. If some other forecasting method was used, (e.g., basing load forecasts on implications of SDG&E’s growth related capital investment forecast), please describe in full.

d. For whichever forecasting method was used, has SDG&E used any professional judgement that affected the outcome? If yes, please explain in detail what adjustments were made and why? Please also provide the outcomes without the adjustments.  

2. What causes the steeply rising weather normalized load growth for 2014?
3. What causes the sharp decrease in weather normalized load growth expected for 2015 and 2016 (when compared to 2014)?  What modeling inputs have led the growth to decline slightly in 2016?
4. Did SDG&E run more than one forecast scenario?

a. If so, describe the results of these alternate scenarios.

b. If so, how and why was the filed scenario chosen?
5. Why is steady load growth for the forecast period less plausible in SDG&E’s view than the up and down path that SDG&E has forecasted?

END OF REQUEST
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