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DATA REQUEST 

San Diego Gas & Electric Company 2016 General Rate Case
A.14-11-003
Date:


14 January 2015
Responses Due:
28 January 2015
To:

Chuck Manzuk
cmanzuk@semprautilities.com

858-654-1782

From:

Clayton Tang and Truman Burns, Project Coordinators
Office of Ratepayer Advocates



505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 4205


San Francisco, CA  94102

Originated by:  
Truman Burns
Phone:

415-703-2932
Email:

txb@cpuc.ca.gov

Data Request No:  
ORA-SDG&E-038-TXB
Exhibit Reference:   SDG&E-25, Chapter V, pp. KJD-22 -- 29
Subject:
Law Department and 2007 Wildfires
Please provide the following:

1. In SDG&E’s May 2013, 10-Q filing, Note 10, SDG&E states that “[i]n October 2007, San Diego County experienced several catastrophic wildfires.  Reports issued by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire) concluded that two of these fires (the Witch and Rice fires) were SDG&E ‘power line caused’ and that a third fire (the Guejito fire) occurred when a wire securing a Cox Communications’ (Cox) fiber optic cable came into contact with an SDG&E power line ‘causing an arc and starting the fire.’” 

In Ex. SDG&E-25, p. KJD-22, SDG&E states “[a] three-year average methodology is used to forecast TY 2016 costs for the Law Department….”  On page KJD-23, SDG&E says that “… for the entire Law Department, (excluding Claims)  the TY 2016 forecast is derived using the three-year historical average of recorded costs from 2011-2013.”

a. For the years 2011 – 2013 SDG&E used to forecast costs for the Senior Vice-President (SVP) and General Counsel (GC) Department, please identify by year and dollar amount any costs associated in any way with the 2007 catastrophic wildfires that were ignited by SDG&E power lines.
b. If it is SDG&E’s position that there are no costs included in the historical average used to forecast SVP and GC Department costs that are associated in any way with the 2007 catastrophic wildfires ignited by SDG&E power lines, please provide any information that would allow ORA to verify that position.

c. For the years 2011 – 2013 SDG&E used to forecast costs for the Law Department Sections, please identify by year and dollar amount any costs associated in any way with the 2007 catastrophic wildfires that were ignited by SDG&E power lines.

d. If it is SDG&E’s position that there are no costs included in the historical average SDG&E used to forecast Law Department Section costs that are associated in any way with the 2007 catastrophic wildfires ignited by SDG&E power lines, please provide any information that would allow ORA to verify that position.

2. In Ex. SDG&E-25, at p. KJD-28, SDG&E states “… it is appropriate to use a five-year average to capture a reasonable cycle of Claims activity over the GRC period.”  SDG&E also states that “[d]uring the last five years SDG&E has experienced increased litigation and claims exposure from new theories of liability and a concerted effort by skillful plaintiff advocates to expand the ‘duty owed’ and foreseeability as applied to public utilities.”

a. For the years 2009 – 2013 SDG&E used to forecast costs for Claims Payments and Recovery Costs, please identify by year and dollar amount any costs associated in any way with the 2007 catastrophic wildfires that were ignited by SDG&E power lines.

b. If it is SDG&E’s position that there are no costs included in the historical average SDG&E used to forecast Claims Payments and Recovery Costs that are associated in any way with the 2007 catastrophic wildfires ignited by SDG&E power lines, please provide any information that would allow ORA to verify that position.

END OF REQUEST

Instructions

You are instructed to answer the following Data Requests in the above-captioned proceeding, with written, verified responses per Public Utilities Code §§ 309.5 and 314, and Rules 1.1 and 10.1 of the California Public Utilities Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. Restate the text of each request prior to providing the response.  If you have any questions regarding this data request, please contact the Originator at the email address or phone number above.

Each Data Request is continuing in nature. Provide your response as it becomes available, but no later than the due date noted above.  If you are unable to provide a response by this date, notify the Originator and ORA Project Coordinator(s) as soon as possible, with a written explanation as to why the response date cannot be met and a best estimate of when the information can be provided.  If you acquire additional information after providing an answer to any request, you must supplement your response following the receipt of such additional information.
Identify the person providing the answer to each data request and his/her contact information.  All data responses need to have each page numbered, referenced, and indexed so worksheets can be followed.  If any numbers are calculated, include a copy of all supporting electronic files, with data and formulas intact and functioning, so that the formula and their sources can be reviewed.  Responses should be provided both in the original electronic format, if available, and in hard copy.  (If available in Word or Excel format, send the Word document or Excel file and do not send the information only as a PDF file.)  All electronic documents submitted in response to this data request should be in readable, downloadable, printable, and searchable formats, unless use of such formats is infeasible.  
Documents produced in response to the data requests should be numbered, and indexed if voluminous.  Responses to data requests that refer to or incorporate documents should identify the particular documents referenced by page numbers. 

If a request, definition, or an instruction, is unclear, notify ORA as soon as possible.  In any event, answer the request to the fullest extent possible, specifying the reason for your inability to answer the remaining portion of the Data Request.
Provide two copies of the above information as it becomes available but no later than the due date identified above.  Provide electronic responses if possible, and set of hard copy responses with your submittal to the data request Originator and the ORA Project Coordinator(s).
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